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The Tribune-Star’s Remember 
... series will complete its run on 
June 26 with publication of 
Remember Pimento High 
School. 

The Tribune-Star initiated the 
Remember ... series in March 
1991 to honor Vigo County’s 16 
original high schools; schools 
that many of you attended before 
consolidation efforts in the 1960s 
and ’70s. 

We still need people to serve on 
the Pimento High School commit- 
tee to tell us what makes your 
school unique, its history, the 
traditions and activities that took 


place there, and photographs. 
A special note about photo- 


Remember. . . series 
will wrap up in June 


graphs: Original photos are 
preferred because they reproduce 
better than those from 
newspapers, magazines or 
yearbooks. If possible, please 
send photocopies of the photo- 
graphs you have. We'll call you 
for a copy of the original if we 
think we can use it. 

Also, please do not assume The 
Tribune-Star has a copy of a 
particular photo on file. 

If you want to serve on the 
Pimento committee, or if you 
have items you think we might be 
able to use, write: The Tribune- 
Star, Remember Pimento, P.O. 
Box 149, Terre Haute, Ind. 
47808. 


Sitting pretty 


Prairie Creek’s Junior-Senior Prom of 1961 
was truly a night to remember, because it 
would be the last one for the school. After 
that year, high-schoolers were to attend 
Honey Creek High School as the result of a 


County's 


in Sullivan. 


county-wide reorganization that closed Vigo 
smaller 
memorable night was spent dancing with a 
favorite guy or gal at the Sullivan Elks Club 


high schools. The 


Education in Prairie Creek 
traces its history to 1800s 


Prairie Creek had a school as 
early as circa 1816, when “a 
rudely constructed” log building 
was built on the eastern outskirts 
of this southern Vigo County 
town to serve its children’s 
educational needs, says a “His- 
tory of Prairie Creek,” written by 
Edgar Hunt and published in the 
March 1911 “Arbutus.” 

Hunt, a 1913 graduate who 
was to become the town’s beloved 
physician, wrote the article in his 
sophomore year of high school. 

That first school, which had a 
fireplace on the ground and a 
hole in the roof for the smoke to 
escape through, was later joined 
by a log structure with split-log 
seats one mile north of Prairie 
Creek on Hangar Hill. “There 
was a floor in it and a large 
fireplace at one end,” Hunt 
wrote. “The covering was of 
boards and a log had been cut 
partially out and a few window 
panes placed there.” 

While there is no date 
available as to when the next 
school building was constructed, 
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Hunt wrote that “it was quite an 
improvement ... in that it con- 
tained a better fireplace and 
seats and it was larger. The first 
term of eight weeks was taught 
by Nicholas Yeager. He was paid 
with such commodities as corn, 
furs, molasses and some money.” 

Still another school house — 


this one heated by a woodstove — 


and containing double seats — 
was built in 1836 and, in 1870, 
came a building with two rooms 
downstairs and one large room 
upstairs. It was in the latter 
building, in 1900, that the first 
high school classes were con- 
ducted — on the upper level, 
which had been divided into two 
rooms. 

However, the building didn’t 
meet state standards — although 
the curriculum did — so a new 
building was constructed on that 
site in 1910 and Prairie Creek 
had an accredited high school. 

“It is a large brick construction 
with a basement beneath it,” 
Hunt wrote. “Three furnaces are 
used to heat all the rooms. Three 


Thanks to all of you who helped with memories and 
photographs for this special section. A special thanks to 
the people who gave their time to serve on the Prairie 
Creek committee: Leah Chambers Owen, Lulu Chicka- 
daunce, Geneva Hall Asberry, Barrett Piety and Winnie 
Jo Vangilder Cochran. 
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large rooms in the basement are 
used for play rooms. On the first 
floor are four rooms,” which were 
occupied by elementary students. 
“The high school students go 


upstairs. They occupy two 
rooms.” 

Prairie Creek’s gymnasium 
was built in the 1920s by 


members of the community who 
volunteered their time to see that 
the town’s athletes had a place to 
call their own. Until that time, 
the basketball games had been 
played on a upper level of one of 
the town’s stores. 

Finally, the shop-agriculture 
building was constructed in 1941. 

It was only 20 years after that 
last building was completed that 
Prairie Creek High School ceased 
to exist, a result of county-wide 
reorganization that closed Vigo 
County’s small schools. 

For the next 10 years — from 
1961 until 1971 — Prairie Creek 
high-schoolers would travel to 
Honey Creek High School until 
it, too, fell victim to consolida- 
tion. 
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Prairie 
Creek High 
Trivia 
Contest 


Remember your high 
school days as you celebrate 
Terre Hautc's 175th anniversary in style with a souvenir 
t-shirt featuring school logos on back. Here's all you have to 
do to enter: 

Write your name, address and telephone number, along 
with the answers to all 10 trivia questions listed below, on a 
3 x 5 card and-send it to: The Tribune-Star, Prairie Creek 
High Trivia, PO Box 149, Terre Haute, IN 47808. 

Five winners will be selected in a random drawing of cor- 
rect. responses. Winners will be notified by mail and will be 
listed in the Remember ... Pimento issue on June 26. 

1) Where was the last prom conducted? 

2) How many furnaces did Prairie Creck have? 

3)-When did the band get its first new uniforms? 

4) What did Lulu Chickadaunce teach?. 

5) What year did Edgar Hunt graduate? 

6) When will the Romember...Series end? 

7) Who were the "skins"? 

8) How many people were in the class of 1954? 

9) What was Prairie Creck's best basketball season? 

10 )Who holds the Vigo County record for most points 
scored in a single basketball game? 


WINNERS OF FAYETTE TRIVIA CONTEST: 
This month the winners were: 
Jerry Curry & Peggy Rogers , Terre Haute; Nancy 
Hamlet & Doris Flowers, West Terre Haute & 
William Hunter, Jr., Shelburn 


» 
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Many accolades are delivered 


to the doc who delivered many $ Ë = 


“There are very few graduates 
of Prairie Creek who have not 
either been delivered by Dr. 
Edgar J. Hunt or treated [by him] 
during their lifetime. He 
represented the old-time doctor 
who made house calls, with a 
minimal or no charge, and gave 
you his professional advice,” 
wrote Jo Cochran. 

Perhaps it was his caring and 
devotion that caused many of his 
Prairie Creek friends to choose 
the 1913 graduate as the school’s 
outstanding alumnus. 

Or perhaps it was the fact that 
he delivered many babies who 
would later graduate from 
Prairie Creek. 

Dr. Hunt, who was born on 
Jan. 25, 1896 and died on his 
birthday in 1981, began his 
medical practice in 1928, in an 
office at 17th and Franklin 
streets in Terre Haute, said 
Geneva Hall Asberry. Later, he 


the office or home,” Asberry said. 
“With home deliveries, he would 
be gone from the office all day.” 

During World War II, she 
added, his deliveries averaged 
about one per day. 

Following his “retirement” in 
1946, Hunt bought his father’s 
property 3⁄2 miles northeast of 
Prairie Creek, Asberry said. 
“Here,-he kept office hours only 
three days per week.” 

While he closed his doctor’s 
office after his wife’s death in the 
1950s, he later took a job giving 
physicals to crew members of 
luxury liners that traveled 
between San Franciso and 
Honolulu. 

“I think it was great ac- 
complishment to become a 
medical doctor and practice in 
the local community,” said Lila 
Jean Hunt Drake, Class of ’60. 
“He certainly influenced most 
every family in the Prairie Creek 
area at one time or another. 

“I know in our family he had 


quite a calming affect on me 
when Gerry fell down the stairs 
and cut himself so badly, but 
when Dr. Hunt arrived I was 
sure all would be just fine and it 
was.” 

Wandell Gabey called Hunt 
“the kind of country doctor 
everyone.loved and depended on 
for everything.” 

Hunt, who was also known as 
a keen bridge player (and had the 
trophies to prove it), and as 
somebady_with a lot of communi- 
ty spirit. If you'll take a look at 
the article on the history of 
Prairie Creek School on Page 2 of 
this publication, you’ll also see 


that Hunt was a talented writer 
— even as a high school 
sophomore. 


“He referred to some of his 
schoolmates as being sharp, or 
having a keen mind or a brilliant 
class,” Asberry wrote. “The alum- 
ni and people of the Prairie Creek 
community feel that Edgar had 
these qualities.” 


Favorite teacher and colleagues 


Lulu Chickadaunce, who got the nod as- 


Prairie Creek's favorite, poses with her fellow 
teachers in a photograph dated 1928. Chicka- 
daunce, second from the right in the front 
row, was joined by (first row) Hazel Lloyd, 
Esther Brenton, Rina Myers, Nora Johnson 
and Hazel Hall and (second row) Trustee 
Charles Johnson, Mr. Power, Edwin Yeager, 
ira Norris, Harlan French, Harold Lloyd and 
Loren Reed. Chickadaunce, who is the aunt 
of the high-scoring Ed Chickadaunce, voted 
for herself, saying “This may be the only vote 
| get.” Of course, that wasn’t true, as she 
received an overwhelming number of ballots 
from her former students and admirers. 
“Lulu was a dedicated teacher,” said Joy 


Remember 


... the Saturday night 
baths at Piety’s gravel pit? 

... the outdor band con- 
certs? 

2. the movies shown on 


the outside wall of Johnny 
Davis’ grocery store? 

... the list of World War 
II veterans on the wall of 
Montags store? 


Harlan, Class of 1936. “I enjoyed being in her 
classroom. She's also a good buddy.” And 
Nancy Farrand Darkis said: “| had most of the 
teachers who taught at Prairie Creek School, 
but one in particular who was outstanding 
was Lulu Chickadaunce. She was a fine 
teacher [who] showed a lot of interest to her 
students.” Lila Jean Hunt Drake, Class of 
1960, remembers her as “a carimg-teacher, 
but also a firm teacher. She instilled in us a 
desire to do our best. Even thought it has ben 
many years, | still think of her often and 
appreciate her efforts to teach_us-to think 
things through.” During her career, Chicka- 
daunce also taught at Prairieton School and 
was principal at Hutton Grade School. 


... the deafening crowds 
at every basketball game? 
Mutt and Ruby’s 
Restaurant and dance hall? 
.. « Keegan’s. Pool Room? 


California, there they went 


Some of Prairie Creek's teachers, including Loren Reed and 
Nora Johnson, pose during a summer-time tour of Yosemite 
National Park in California. While the exact year of the trip 
is unknown, it’s belived to have taken place in the 1920s. The 
intrepid trekkers (remember that there were hardly any roads 
in the 1920s, and automobiles weren't overly reliable, either) 
are pictured with Yosemite's famous tunnel tree. The giant 
tree, which had the tunnel cut through it in the late 1880s, 
fell in the late 1960s. Pieces of the tree can still be seen at 
Yosemite. 


We Salute 
Prairie Creek 


PRAIRIE CREEK 
CHEERLEADERS - 1954-1955 

Terre Haute First National Bank gives a.special salute to its 
1954-55 cheerleading squad, which includes two valued 
employees of Terre Haute First National Bank. Winnie Jo 
Vangelder Cochran (top) is manager of our Honey Creek Banking 
Center and Pat Hunt House (center) is a Payroll Clerk for our 
Finance Control Department. Jo and Pat, along with Linda Ring _ 
Kirk (bottom) helped cheer the Gophers to victory and have 
since helped us remain your number one bank. 
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CLASS OF 1919 


In Memory of 
' Herbert Clark 


Ruth Trautman-Clark - 
CLASS OF 1925 
Lulu Chickadaunce 
CLASS OF 1928 


In Memory of 
James Piety 


CLASS OF 1929 
Warren Chickadaunce 
CLASS OF 1931 
Doyne E. Reed 


CLASS OF 1937 
= Doyne Trueblood-Weir ~~ 


CLASS OF 1940 
Warren Ted Hunt 


CLASS OF 1941 
Herbert Clark Jr. 
Geneva Hall-Asberry 


CLASS OF 1943 


In Memory of 
Jack R. Button 


Does your garage 
need a facelift? 


Before After 
Beautify it with an attractive new Overhead Door™ garage door. 


Overhead Door Company | 
f 


o 
Terre Haute, IN 
533 No. 15th 
232-2527 


Remember These 


GOPHERS 


Curt DeBaun Jr. 
Elizabeth Vencel-Button 
CLASS OF 1944 
Owen LaVerle Springer 
Wanetta Thomas-Frazier 


jdrairie Creek Gratnuates? 


CLASS OF 1946 
Harry Herman Hayworth 


CLASS OF 1948 
Richard Dale Hall 


CLASS OF 1949 
Leah Chambers-Owen 


~ | Outdoor & indoor activities, field trips; Children’s 


Harvey Hayhurst | 
Marion Kelly-Stutsman 
Helen Reed-Cavins. _ 
CLASS OF 1953 
Paul G- House 
CLASS OF 1954 


In Memory of - 
Bob Gabey 


CLASS OF 1955 
Wandell Davis-Gabey 
Patricia Ann Hunt-House 
Winnie Jo Vangilder-Cochran 
CLASS OF 1956 
Barrett Piety 
CLASS OF 1957 
Betty Drake-Richmond 
CLASS OF 1959 
Garnet R. Reed 
Judith Lou Weir-Johnson 
CLASS OF 1960 
Eddy Chickadaunce 
CLASS OF 1961 
Janice Hatcher-Fish 


Miss Sherry's 
SMALL WORLD 


2620 Ohio Blvd. 


SUMMER PROGRAM 


Children 6-12 yrs. 


Museum, Deming Park & Dobb’s Park, Crafts, 
Organized games, Computer activities, LOTS OF 
FUN! 


Mon/Fri 6am to 5:30pm 
Call Sherry Tacker 
235-3228 


Scored 74 points in one game 


1959 a ‘hot’ year 


By Joey Bennett 
Tribune-Star Sports Reporter 


Jan. 30, 1959, was a night Ed 
Chickadaunce will never forget 
— and neither will anyone else 
who was at the Prairie Creek- 
Jasonville basketball game that 
cold, winter night. 

“It just seemed like everything 
I shot that night went like a 
magnet into the basket,” said 
Chickadaunce, who burned the 
nets for a Vigo County-record 
total of 74 points that night — a 
record which may never fall. 

Now the dean of boys and boys 
cross country coach at Sullivan 
High School, Chickadaunce was 
voted as Prairie Creek’s best 
athlete in recent balloting and is 
very appreciative of the honor. 

‘tes wonderful that so many 
people in the community sent in 
their ballots and showed that 
kind of respect for me,” Chicka- 
daunce said. “We had a lot of 
great athletes at Prairie Creek, 
and to be chosen from among 
them is a great honor.” 

Chickadaunce ran cross coun- 
try and track for all four years of 
his high school career, but it was 
on the basketball court where he 


had his greatest -suctess. 
He played on the junior varsity 


team as a freshman, then moved 
op to the varsity as a sophomore. 

e started most of the games 
during his sophomore year and 
was a full-time starter his final 
two seasons. 


“I was about 6-2 and I played 
guard my first three years,” 
Chickadaunce recalls. “I moved 
to forward for my senior year.” 

The Gophers were a big team 
that year, with a starting five of 
one 6-1 player, two 6-2 players, 
one 6-3 player and a 6-5 center. 


“Not too bad for a school with 
about 60 students,” Chicka- 
daunce said. 

The Gophers went 22-3 in his 
junior year and were having a 
good season when the memorable 
Jasonville game took place. 


“Our season had been going 
along well,” he said. “It was 
really cold outside that night, 
and I didn’t feel any different 
than any other night.” 
nigh seeking 30-0f-34 field goals 

ight maki -of- eld goals 
and 14-of-17 free throws, but had 
“only” 22 points at halftime. 
Later in the game, however, he 
got a sign that showed what kind 
of things were going to happen. 


“I made a halfcourt shot at the 
end of the third quarter,” he said. 
“It was a once-in-a-lifetime thing. 

“Jasonville was playing 


of 3-point plays.” 


Jasonville led 18-12 after one 
quarter, before Prairie Creek 
came back to take a 32-27 lead at 
halftime. Chickadaunce said the 


“for Chickadaunce 


Yellow Jackets had two or three 
men playing defense against him 
on occasion, and that his team- 
mates started getting him the 
ball almost every time down the 
floor in the second half. 

“We played a norma! game in 
the first half,” he said. “At 
halftime, Skip Kosco said we 
should start getting the ball to 
me more often because I was hot. 
Coach [Dick] Motz said that was 
all right, and everybody tried to 
rebound even haries to get me 
the ball.” 

Chickadaunce said his second- 
highest scoring total was 39 
points, and he averaged 26 points 
a game during his junior year 
with several games of more than 
30 points. 

Chickadaunce and Kosco were 
the only lettermen returning the 
following year, and Chicka- 
daunce was moved to forward. 
Phe Gophers had_a-good season 
— 14-6 — but not as good as the 
previous year. 

“I played on the baseline more 
and played both inside and 
outside,” he said. “I made some 
outside shots that would have 
been 3-pointers today, but we 
didn’t have that back then.” 


He ran cross country because it 
was “like a prerequisite” for 
basketball, and was versatile on 
the track team — competing in 
the 400-meter run, the shot put 
and the high jump. 


“Basketball was a year-round 
sport, even back then,” he said. “I 
was very fortunate to have a 
coach like Pete Chalos when I 
was in grade school. He was 
strictly a fundamentalist and 
gave me a lot of great op- 
portunities.” 


Chickadaunce recalls playing 
on the school’s 5th-6th grade 
team when he was in the third 
grade, and playing on the 7th-8th 
grade team when he was in the 
sixth grade. 


He had several scholarship 
offers out of high school, but 
chose instead to attend Indiana 
State University where he played 
for the freshman team. He had a 
chance to try out for the varsity 
team as a sophomore, but his 
father became ill. 


“I couldn’t even decide if I was 
going to stay in school at all or 
not,” he said. “I had a lot of 
responsibilities at home, with 
some younger brothers, and I had 
to put my time toward helping to 
take care of them. 

“I don’t know if I would have 
made the team or not, but I was 
asked to try out. It just wasn’t my 
highest priority.” 

He has coached the Sullivan 
cross country team for 23 years, 
and was an assistant basketball 
coach for nine years. He has also 
coached in baseball, football and 
track and plans to keep his cross 
country job for at least two or 
three more years. : n 

“It keeps me active in 
coaching,” he said, “which I like.” 
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Pete Chalos, far right, poses with the members of one of his basketball teams. : 


Chalos helped youth enhance skills 


By Carl Jones y 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


When Pete Chalos was the 
coach at Prairie Creek High 
School in the early 1950s, he 
invited me to come down to his 
gymnasium on a Saturday morn- 
ing to take a look at his youth 
basketball program. 

I was amazed to see the gym 
nearly overflowing with kids of 
all ages and sizes; so many that 
Pete didn’t have nearly enough 
uniforms for everyone, so he got 
two teams on the floor — one 
with shirts and the other called 
“skins” because they had no 
shirts. 

The scorekeeper was having 
difficulty identifying the “skins 
because he didn’t know all of 
their names, but Pete had a 
solution. He painted numbers on 
the “skins” chests with 
mercurochrome. Why not? 

It worked fine until the “skins” 
began to work up a sweat. Then 
the mercurochrome started to 
run and the players looked as if 
they were bleeding profusely. 

Pete was the Prairie Creek 
coach for six years, and he had a 
youth program every Saturday 
during those six years. Every kid 
got to play, and every kid became 

amiliar with basketball fun- 
damentals long before it was 
time for them to play high school 
basketball. 

Before Pete’s regime, Prairie 
Creek had other coaches, includ- 
ing Hulse Trout, Bill Bitzegaio, 
Obert Piety and, after Chalos left 
to take the coaching job at Van 
Buren, Dick Motz, who stayed 
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until Prairie Creek closed its 
doors in 1961 and its students 
transferred to Honey Creek. 

When Chalos first went to 
Prairie Creek, there wasn’t a lot 
of material for him to work with. 
He laughs when he tells the story 
of one of his players shooting a 
free throw in a Wabash Valiey 
prelim game in the old Wiley 

nasium. The shooter was a 
it short on the shot, and the ball 
soared high and landed on the 
dotted line of the free throw 
circle. 

“The referee thought the kid 
had just dropped the ball,” 
Chalos said, “and he gave him 
the ball back again and told the 
kid to shoot another shot.” 

By the time Chalos had been 


considerably better — and they 
were much better shooters. 

One of the biggest games in 
Prairie Creek’s history took place 
during the 1955 season when 
Pete’s Gophers had a home game 
against Gill Township, a team I 
coached. 

At the time, Prairie Creek was 
the lone undefeated team in Vigo 
County and Gill Township was 
the lone undefeated team in 
Sullivan County, so it would be 
an understatement to say a large 
crowd attended the game. 

e gymnasium was already 
full and more fans were in line 
from the front door all the way 
back to Indiana 63 — before the 
B-team game even started. Not 
one more person could have 


there six years, his players were —squeezed into the gym. 
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Motz remembers the | 
' Gophers’ last years’ 


By Tom Reck 
Tribune-Star Sports Editor 


Dick Motz’s timing was pretty 
good as a high school basketball 
coach. 

He was a prep coach for just 
four years. He spent all four of 
those seasons at Prairie Creek 
from 1956 to 1960 and guided the 
Gophers to their best record in 
history in the 1958-59 campaign. 

“We lost to Concannon by a 
point in our first game, got beat 
by Terre Haute Schulte in the 
Wabash Valley Prelims and lost 
to Sullivan by a point in the 
Petion Motz says of that 


ee Ed Chickadaunce, who 
set the Vigo County scoring 
record of 74 points his senior 
year, was at one guard with 
senior Garnet Reed. The 
forwards were senior Jerry Lee 
and junior Skip Kosco and senior 
Mike Crist played quite a bit 
coming off of the bench. 

Wendell Huffstetler, the third 
senior on the starting five, was 
the “big man” on the roster at 6 
feet, 4 inches. He later played for 
Duane Klueh at Indiana State 
University. 

“We only had him for one year. 
He was a move-in from Illinois 
his senior year,” Motz said of 
Huffstetler. 

“We probably had 50 or 60 
students-in high school then in 
four grades,” said the former 
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coach. “Prairie Creek, Pimento 
and Blackhawk were probably 
the three smallest schools in the 
county back then. Pimento, Riley 
and Blackhawk were big games 
for us and we played Honey 
Creek three times.” 

The gymnasium where the 
Gophers played their home 
games still stands in the com- 
munity in the southern part of 
the county. “I don’t know how 
many the gym seated. I just know 
we took in about $100 per game 
and we lost only two games at 
home the four years I was there,” 
Motz said. 

“After that 1958-59 season, I 
thought it was time to move on 
and get a job at a bigger school. 
So I resigned, but the offers 
didn’t come and I re-applied and 
went back to Prairie Creek. We 
were 14-6 that last year,” Motz 
said. 

Chickadaunce set the scoring 
record in a game played at 
Jasonville, hitting 30 of 34 from 
the field and making 14 free 
throws. “The game actually was 
close until ihe laat quarter,” Motz 
said. “Jasonville was a bigger 
school. Ed played mostly with the 
reserves or might have scored 
more points.” 

Motz graduated from Pimento 
High School in 1952, attended 
DePauw University for one year 
and then went to Indiana Un- 
iversity, where he received his 
degree. Prairie Creek was his 
first job. 
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After leaving Prairie Creek, he 
was assigned to Sarah Scott 
Junior High School, where he 
was a coach and teacher. 

“I coached for several years at 
Sarah Scott and then decided I 
didn’t want to do that anymore. 
Louie Lawson was one of our 
good athletes. We had quite a 
few,” Motz said. Lawson later 
earned all-state honors as a 
quarterback at Terre Haute 
Gerstmeyer and signed a pro 
baseball contract. 

Currently winding up his 36th 
year as a teacher, Motz has been 
the guidance counselor at Honey 
Creek Junior High School since 
1971 and says he plans to retire 
in_1995. 

Recalling his days at Prairie 
Creek, he said the school was a 
good place to coach. “It was a 
close-knit community. There was 
a lot of pri ride in the community 
and the kids were respectful. 

“I really had fun my third year. 
We had no trouble and the 
payers were really good to work 

Motz said. 

Chickadaunce, he said, worked 
hard to improve his basketball 
skills. “I gave him a 15-inch goal 
and he would shoot at night after 
farming all day,” said the former 
Gophers coach. 

r Prairie Creek closed in 
1961, the students went to Honey 
Creek High School. Motz said 
Ron and Don Chickadaunce, Ed’s 
brothers, had success at Honey 
Creek along with such athletes 
as Jimmy Fletcher and Don Lee. 
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Winning team 


Prairie Creek had a year to remember during the 1958-5! 
le thanks to Garnet Reed, Jerry Lee, Wendell Huffstetie: 


kip Kosco and Ed Chickadaunce. 


Prairie Creek’s gymnasium, built it the 1920s, still stands i 
the southern Vigo County town. 
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Lawson participated in a number of sports 


Lawson also participated in f 


By Andy Amey 
Tribune-Star Sports Reporter 


Brad Lawson’s basketball 
career at Prairie Creek High 
School served as something of a 
bridge between two different 
eras. 

Lawson, who is currently the 
assistant dean of the school of 
technology at Indiana State Un- 
iversity, played most of his career 
with older players. 

“I dressed about half a year on 
the varsity when I was a 
freshman. Even then I was one of 
the tallest players they had,” said 
the 6-foot, 4-inch Lawson. “I 
started full-time beginning with 
my sophomore year.” 

By the time Lawson was a 
senior, the 1953-54 season for the 
Gophers, the situation had re- 


Old-timers 


versed itself. 

“I was the only senior on the 

team then,” he told The Tribune- 
Star. “We had two sophomores 
and two freshmen starting with 
me.” 
The reason Lawson didn’t have 
some company that was his own 
age on the team is that there 
weren't many to choose from. The 
class of 1954 was one of the 
smallest classes in a school that 
was never very large. 

“We only had 50-some students 
in the high school,” Lawson 
explained, “and I was one of nine 
students who graduated in my 
class — three men and six 
women.” 

Another reason Lawson was 
the only senior might have been 
the potential shown by the un- 
derclassmen with whom he was 
playing. 

“[Coach] Pete Chalos went on 


Basketball was around for many years at Prairie Creek, as 
evidenced by this photograph of its 1915 basketball team. 
Members of that fivesome included (left front) Orphy Keegan, 
(middle front) Bill Button and (right rear) Ervin Keegan. The 
other two team members’ names are unknown. 


Strike up the band 


Prairie Creek's band members pose to show off their brand 
mew uniforms, which were purchased in 1950. It was the first 
time the band had ever had new uniforms, some graduates 
of the school said. 
8 e Remember . . . Prairie Creek, The Tribune-Star, May 29, 1992 


to have some tremendous teams 
a couple of years after 
graduated,” Lawson said. Some 
of his younger teammates in- 
cluded Barrett Piety, Gary Davis, 
Larry Norris and Terry Morris. 
And, the year Lawson was a 
senior, there was a youngster in 
the eighth grade by the name of 
Ed Chickadaunce. 

Lawson made substantial con- 
tributions to his teams, though. 
“I think my senior year I 
averaged 17.4 or 18.4 points per 
game, and shot about 87 percent 
from the free throw line,” he 
recalled; “but memory may be 
enhancing that by a point or 
two.” 

Although he can’t remember 
specific numbers, he says, “I’m 
sure we won over half of our 
games every year we played. We 
beat Schulte, which was a big- 
city school that came down to 


Gopher it 


Terre Haute’s mayor, Pete Chalos, was back 
in his former role as coach of the Prairie 
Creek Gophers. This time, however, it was for 
the Vigo County Nostalgia Basketball Tourna- 
ment, which has been conducted at West 
Vigo High School for the past two years, each 
time near St. Patrick’s Day. Playing for the 
Gophers were: (first row) Victor Burson, Paul 


play in our gym, and we always 
ad barn-burners with Pimento 
and Blackhawk.” 

And those statistics earned 
him a college scholarship. 

“At Christmas-time of that 
year, there was a tournament at 
Indiana State and Central Mis- 
souri was one of the teams there. 
Chalos talked to the coach that 
day, and later he took Monte 
Cass [from Honey Creek] and 
myself out there [to Central 
Missouri]. We competed with 
some of the other players on their 
team and, before we left, we both 
had full-ride scholarships.” 

And although he played at 
Central Missouri for anly two 
years — “I discovered that 6-4 
was a little short for the front 
line,” he said — he went on to 
complete two degrees at Indiana 
State and earned a doctorate 
from Indiana University. 


daunce, 
Watson. 


track meets for the Gophers, 
running the mile and shot put- 
ting, and in the baseball games 
Prairie Creek was 
schedule. 

“I don’t think we could field a 
full squad all the time [in track] 
and we didn’t have a full 
schedule [in baseball],” Lawson 
said. But the latter sport 
provided him with one of his 
favorite high school challenges. 

“When we played Pimento, I 
kept trying to hit [the ball] over 
the school,” Lawson recalled. 
“The left-field boundary was the 
school building, and you couldn't 

et a home run unless you could 
hit it on top of the school. 

“I came within three or four 
feet a few times, and I got a lot 
of triples,” he said. 

“But no home run.” 


Wilson, Allen Hodges and Ted Hunt; (second 
row) Curt DeBaun, Jim Hunt, Paul House, 
Bobby Whitkanack, 
Scarborough and Terry Morris; and (third 
row) Chalos, Ed Chickadaunce, Brad Lawson, 
Ron Farrand, Garnet Reed, Ron Chicka- 
Billy Chickadaunce 


Barrett Piety, Jack 


and Ward 


Prairie Creek song written 
in the school’s early days 


O Prairie Creek, O Prairie 
Creek, 

Beloved is Thy High School. 

‘Tis dear when autumn breezes 

low — 

‘Tis dear mid winter’s drifting 
snow. 

O Prairie Creek, O Prairie 
Creek, 

Beloved is Thy High School. 


O Prairie Creek, O Prairie 
Creek, 

A marvel is Thy High School. 

With Algebra and History, 

With Latin and Geometry. 


O Prairie Creek, O Prairie 


Creek, 
A marvel is Thy High School. 


O Prairie Creek, O Prairie 


Creek, 
A lesson thou dost teach me 
That ever work and constancy 
Will marks of merit bring to 


me. 
O Prairie Creek, O Prairie 
Creek, 


A lesson thou dost teach me. 
— By Margaret E. Moore 
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